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CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

The Treaty of Amsterdam set the European Union on track for an area of freedom, security and justice. The proclamation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union confirmed the importance attached to individual rights in the ongoing process of European integration.
The "Fundamental Rights" pages offer an overview of the state of protection of fundamental rights in the European Union, based on the structure and definition of rights in the Charter.
There are detailed comments on every chapter of the Charter. For each article, these include: 

· an overview of the state of international law (UN and Council of Europe) and European Union law, with links to the different texts;

· a summary of relevant EU policies;

· a summary of case law delivered by the Strasbourg (ECHR) and Luxembourg (ECJ) courts;

· the corresponding national laws;

· a summary document describing the NGOs active in defending the right concerned (cf Annex III). 

Annually since 2001, the European Parliament has drafted a detailed report on fundamental rights in the EU. (cf Annex I) These examine respect for the rights laid down in the Charter, based on the following main sources of information: the work of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the EU institutions, ECHR and EC Court of Justice case law, Member States laws, case law and practices, and the contributions of relevant NGOs. Parliament gives citizens access to the working documents used in drafting its report. (cf Annex II) 

For more information. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
 

 










CHAPTER   I : DIGNITY
 

Article 1
-
Human dignity.

 

Article 2
-
Right to life.

 

Article 3
-
Right to the integrity of the person.

 

Article 4
-
Prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

 

Article 5
-
Prohibition of slavery and forced labour.

 

 










CHAPTER  II : FREEDOMS
 

Article 6
-
Right to liberty and security.

 

Article 7
-
Respect for private and family life.

 

Article 8
-
Protection of personal data.

 

Article 9
-

Right to marry and right to found a family.

 

Article 10
-

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

 

Article 11
-

Freedom of expression and information.

 

Article 12
-

Freedom of assembly and of association.

 

Article 13
-

Freedom of the arts and sciences.

 

Article 14
-

Right to education.

 

Article 15
-

Freedom to choose an occupation and right to engage in work.

 

Article 16
-

Freedom to conduct a business.

 

Article 17
-

Right to property.

 

Article 18
-

Right to asylum.

 

Article 19
-

Protection in the event of removal, expulsion or extradiction.

 

 










CHAPTER III : EQUALITY
 

Article 20
-

Equality before the law.

 

Article 21
-

Non-discrimination.

 

Article 22
-

Cultural, religious and linguistic diversity.

 

Article 23
-

Equality between men and women.

 

Article 24
-

The rights of the child.

 

Article 25
-

The rights of the elderly.

 

Article 26
-

Integration of persons with disabilities.

 

 










CHAPTER  IV : SOLIDARITY
 

Article 27
-

Workers' right to information and consultation within the undertaking.

 

Article 28
-

Right of collective bargaining and action.

 

Article 29
-

Right of access to placement services.

 

Article 30
-

Protection in the event of unjustified dismissal.

 

Article 31
-

Fair and just working conditions.

 

Article 32
-

Prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work.

 

Article 33
-

Family and professional life.

 

Article 34
-

Social security and social assistance.

 

Article 35
-

Health care.

 

Article 36
-

Access to services of general economic interest.

 

Article 37
-

Environmental protection.

 

Article 38
-

Consumer protection.

 

 










CHAPTER   V : CITIZENS' RIGHTS
 

Article 39
-

Right to vote and to stand as a candidate at elections to the European Parliament.

 

Article 40
-

Right to vote and to stand as a candidate at municipal elections.

 

Article 41
-

Right to good administration.

 

Article 42
-

Right of access to documents.

 

Article 43
-

Ombudsman.

 

Article 44
-

Right to petition.

 

Article 45
-

Freedom of movement and of residence.

 

Article 46
-

Diplomatic and consular protection.

 

 










CHAPTER  VI : JUSTICE
 

Article 47
-

Right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial.

 

Article 48
-

Presumption of innocence and right of defence.

 

Article 49
-

Principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties.

 

Article 50
-

Right not to be tried or punished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence.

 

 










CHAPITER VII : GENERAL PROVISIONS
 

Article 51
-

Scope.

 

Article 52
-

Scope of guaranteed rights.

 

Article 53
-
Level of protection.

 

Article 54
-
Prohibition of abuse of rights.

 

 










Annex I: EP REPORTS ON FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS IN THE UNION

The Charter of Fundamental Rights proclaimed by the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on 7 December 2000 represents the summary of the EU’s common values. The Charter, moreover, looks set to become legally binding in the future Constitution of the Union. This is why the European Parliament decided in 2001 to draft a complete annual report on fundamental rights in the European Union from the perspective of the Charter.Each report analyses the fundamental rights situation and the degree of respect for each of the rights laid down in the Charter, making the most complete and objective use possible of the main sources of information available in these areas (work of the United Nations, Council of Europe, EU institutions, case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the European Communities, legislation, case law and practices in the Member States, and contributions by relevant NGOs). Starting in 2003, a network of national independent experts in human rights managed by the Commission also submits an annual summary of the national reports drawn up by each expert for submission to the EP.By working on the basis of the national reports, the EP promotes implementation of the Charter since each report contains recommendations for both the institutions and the Member States, together with follow-up on earlier reports (e.g. concerning ratification of international conventions by all the Member States and action taken on recommendations made to the Commission or Member States).These annual reports also enable the EP to play to the full its role of triggering the warning system introduced by Article 7 (1) of the EU Treaty in the case of a serious risk of violation of fundamental rights by a Member State.The following fact sheets (2001 and 2002) on several articles contained in Chapters I to VI were drafted from that angle.

 

 

 

The Network of Independent Experts to assess the safeguarding of fundamental rights by the European Union Member States.
 

Report by the Network of Experts of the situation of Fundamental Rights in the European Union in 2002. 


 

Report by the Network of Experts of the situation of Fundamental Rights in the European Union in 2003. 


 

 

 










Annex II : CONVENTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE ON HUMAN RIGHTS
 

 







 

Annex III : LIST OF THE NGO ACTIVE IN THE FIELD OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
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